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2:30 p.m. 

Ms. BURER:  Okay, today is Wednesday, it is 

about 2:30 p.m. It is March 10th and my name is Mary F. 

Burer with the National Transportation Safety Board and 

to my left is -- 

Lt. BARANOWSKI: Lt. Scott Baranowski U.S. 

Coast Guard Sector, Baltimore. 

CHIEF SCARDINA: Senior Chief Vincent Scardina 

(inaudible) Baltimore. 

MS. BURER:  What is your educational 

background? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Currently I am 28 credits 

off a Bachelors degree. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, work experience? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  32 years in the Navy, Navy 

reserve combination.  Currently I am the chief engineer 

at Baltimore City Community College and prior to that I 

worked for DGS Department of General Services for the 

State of Maryland.   

Prior to that was a clerk in T. Perkins Hospital 

Center, psychiatric hospital, Baltimore. 

MS. BURER: And how long have you been here at 

the national reserve in Baltimore City? 

CHIEL SCARDINA:  I have been at this reserve 

center approximately 22-26 years. 
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MS. BURERZ:  What I would like to do is take 

it back to Friday morning, not Saturday morning but 

Friday morning and describe what your typical day would 

be like? What time you arrived, what time you report to 

work, what time you go home? 

CHIEF SCARDINA: Okay. 

MS. BURER:  And then work back. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Then work back.  Okay, 

Friday morning I got up at 0500. Washed up, out the 

door, after I fed the dog and the cats and all that 

stuff, I was out the door by 5:25-5:30. At 5:55 I 

pulled into Royal Farms store and got a cup of coffee 

and then I drove into here.  I was here about 6:05. 

6:05 I sat down, drank my coffee relaxed a 

little bit getting geared up for the days activities.  

7:00 I was at the front door with Master Chief Johnson 

greeting the folks as they came in. 

Everybody was in by 7:45 and at 8:00 went up 

to my office checked my email, checked voicemail and 

all that kind of stuff. Sent out a couple of emails and 

then I walked the facility, because at this point I am 

working the facilities department and finishing up the 

restoration project from Isabelle.  

That took me to about 10:00. 10:00 sat down 
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with the Master Chief went over some of the stuff we 

were going to do this day.  Met with a couple of 

people, normal routine type stuff. Made a couple 

repairs in the facility and that brought us up to lunch 

time.  Which was about noon.   

12:00 Master Chief and I jumped in the car rode up 

the street and got something to eat and came back got 

back by 1:00.  1:00 we sat outside caught some air it 

wasn’t real nice but it wasn’t a real lousy day.  Just 

a nice day. I don’t see cold that often so I seen him 

out there like this 1st leave and I was comfortable.   

That was about 10 minutes, 15 minutes.  Then 

we went back inside went back up checked my mail again, 

went through the facility again, made sure nothing else 

went wrong in the course of the day.  Took care of a 

couple more little jobs and that brought us up to about 

four.   

4:00 we went over what we were going to do 

for the reserve weekend which was coming up on 

Saturday.  The kids left about 1630.  Master Chief and 

I sat down and we [inaudible] a little bit more and the 

next thing I know we went out – went home. I think that 

was around 1730. 

About 1800-1805 I got home, sat down, had a 
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little dinner, kicked my feet up and relaxed a little 

bit.  Fell asleep on my float there.  Woke up about 

7:30, helped my kid with his homework, did my homework.  

About 10:30 I went to bed. 

At 0500 I was up again and the same cycle all 

over again.  0500 get up, feed the dogs, feed the cat, 

take out the trash.  Saturdays and Tuesdays the trash 

has to go out that night to be picked up on Wednesday 

and Saturday.  I got all the trash ready to go and 

packed all that stuff up. 

Did my wash up, cleaned up, put my clothes on 

and hit the door again. Hit the farms store about 5 

minutes to 6.  Got my coffee, came back down here.  Did 

that normal routine – morning routine and Master Chief 

and I were at the door about 7:00-7:05 standing out 

there to meet the guys as they all came in.   

I think we must be at 7:15 the federal 

reservists got in.  Went to what we had planned out for 

the day and then at that point everybody broke for 

their offices and went on with the plan of the day. 

Let me see.  From there I am also the Command 

Master of Arms in the place so I was walking around 

making sure nobody was messing up my decks.  You know 

spilling coffee all over your place and stuff like 



 

Executive Court Reporters 
301-565-0064 

6
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

that.  I was also getting the SEABEES lined up with a 

couple of projects that we were working on currently. 

So, I lined up the guys that go to work on 

that and they went to their jobs and I kept making my 

rounds.  And that went until about lunch time. 

Lunch time I jumped in the car with the 

Master Chief we went on down and got something to eat, 

came back and that took us to about 12:30. 

12:30 I am making my rounds again.  Doing the  

Master at Arms thing.  Fixing a couple of little frilly 

things like making sure the building is in good shape.  

Had the unit Master of Arms meet with me down on the 

guild (ph) deck.  Told him what I expected and gave him 

the facts of life if it didn’t get done that way. 

Then we went on to about 1:30 and that was 

all over with.  So, we were continuing on with the and 

the weather is kind of like not bad.  Not cold, not 

real miserable, you know it was a little windy.  

Everything went on like that until 3-3:30.  Then about 

3:30 quarter to four, it looked like the world was 

coming to an end.  Master chief and myself, you know, 

we were going to go out and sit out back and talk a 

little bit.   

And we get outside about 1600, you know, 
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thunder clap, you know, the wind really picked up, 

started gusting pretty hard, I’m guessing about 45, 50 

knots.  And we’re looking out and there’s this water 

taxi coming from the harbor – or that’s where it 

appeared to be coming from – from the harbor direction, 

and it was passing right – you know, there was a green 

– a green tanker tied up along the pier directly across 

from us, and he was passing by that ship.  Once he got 

around, almost to buoy seven, and the skipper went into 

a port turn, and at that point, the winds were gusting 

and got up under her – under the starboard side and 

buked a couple times.   

Course we had some white caps out there.  

White caps were bringing it up and the wind got up 

underneath her starboard – starboard pontoon and 

flipped him over.  At that point I grabbed the cell 

phone, called 911, told them I needed marine rescue, 

Coast Guard, fire, whatever you’ve got, get it out 

there. 

At that point, somebody else in the building 

was calling.  Master Chief ran inside to get people 

going.  We got the gate unlocked at our boat because 

everything was locked up for the day. 1600 everybody 

goes around starts securing stuff.  So everything was 
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shut down.  The boat hadn’t even been started since 

they brought it back from Annapolis, at least – no, it 

hadn’t been started – maybe at the beginning of the 

week, maybe Monday. 

And I’m saying, “Oh, man.  Oh, we can’t 

wait.”  So immediate – you know, we got – we got the 

boat, the guys just showed up.  They got aboard, I put 

the … saw who we – who was who, I said, “Where’s the 

engineer?  Where’s the key?  Get this thing unlocked 

right now.”  It wasn’t a minute later that the engineer 

got there with the key, popped it in, went down, 

cranked up the engine and – this is somebody else’s 

account, I really don’t know – I know it was quick, but 

they said we were underway in three minutes.   

We were on site in five.  Five to seven 

minutes.  I approached the boat from the leeward side 

and I let her blow into me, so I could catch it.  We 

tried to pass the line over to the -- some of these 

people that were on the – on the upturned boat.  They 

weren’t catching it.  One of my guys jumped over there 

and secured the boat.  What he did, he took one of my … 

hawsers, wrapped it around the lower unit of the engine 

and then the same way, cross – cross boat to the 

arresting gear from my l… before I even got to them.  I 
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had my ramp down so that I could get a clear view of 

everybody, make sure we didn’t run anybody over, smack 

the boat or anything like that. 

I got within three foot, back there and 

stopped and drifted in to it.  We took the boat, we 

brought the boat to our bow and then that’s when the 

rescue started.  You know, we had – my guys – had three 

– no, by the time the day was over, I had five guys in 

the water and five more up on the ramp, catching people 

as they came off the pontoon.  And the people that we 

coming across says, “We still have people underneath 

here.”   

I said, man, I didn’t know how many people 

were on board, because it looked like – I wasn’t 

counting yet, I wasn’t counting heads.  So we got to – 

MS. BURER:  Hold on. 

(Whereupon, the interview was off the record 

for a brief period.) 

MS. BURER:  Okay, resuming with the – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Where did I leave off?  

Because I already forgot. 

MS. BURER:  The bow was in to the pontoon, 

then the one person jumped over to tie it. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Okay, yes, Petty Officer … 
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jumped over to tie the boat off and he passed it back 

to, I believe it was Petty Officer King and they made 

the boat fast to our vessel.  And that’s when we 

started bringing the survivors over, one at a time.  

And as they came over, some of the survivors said, “We 

still have people underneath.” 

At that point, I started thinking outside the 

box.  I said, well, I’ve got this ramp.  I’ll pick the 

boat up with it and see what I can do, see if I can get 

some of them people out.  So at that point, after all 

the survivors that were on the boat or in the water 

were on board my vessel, I eased back a little bit and 

lowered the ramp about all – pretty much all the way 

down.   

I went ahead easy and then I came up with the 

ramp, and as the ramp came up, the pontoon started 

lifting and three – I don’t know if they were survivors 

at that time – three survivors passed up like somebody 

shot them out of a cannon.  I mean it was like they 

just flew out of there.   

And that was the – now I found out it was the 

60-year-old lady – I thought it was a guy, I couldn’t 

really tell.  I just saw something in a blue coat come 

flying past.  A little, the eight-year-old girl and the 
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30-year-old lady.  The 30-year-old lady, my guys got 

– she came up right up on the bow pretty much, she was 

real close to it and they just started trying to haul 

her over.   

The little girl and the 60-year-old went 

flying down my starboard side.  At that point another -

- … jumped off the boat and caught the lady, the 60-

year-old, and just as he caught her, the eight year old 

came, so he tried to hold them both, but he lost the 

60-year old.  The fire boat then proceeded to pick her 

up. 

So we had the eight-year-old and we had the 

30-year-old lady.  And at that point, Mr. Eisenstein 

passed the little girl to Petty Officer Neblett, who 

was hanging over the side by his heels, and they pulled 

her up and commenced CPR on the little girl.  And that 

was Petty Officer Dixon and Petty Officer Neblett. 

The lady up on the bow, at that point we had 

the canopy had basically separated from the vessel and 

I just shoved it back in the water because nothing else 

came out, so I figured that nobody – I had no idea that 

there were more people in there or I would have tried 

to flip it over. 

And that’s – I lowered the ramp down so they 



 

Executive Court Reporters 
301-565-0064 

12
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

could get the 30-year old up on the ramp without 

killing themselves, so they worked her up on the ramp.  

One of the guys that was in the water from the 

inception was Commander – I can’t think of his name and 

I know it like my own – Commander – he spent most of 

the time we were out there in the water.  He passed out 

ten times, he revived ten times and he still was able 

to give this lady CPR.  Petty Officer Tate was working 

on her along with the Commander. 

So after we got to that point, everybody that 

was in the water or under the boat, to our knowledge, 

was on board.  At that point, we passed the boat off to 

the fire – the big fire boat.  I backed off, cleared 

the ramp, raised the ramp, brought the ramp back, and 

hauled straight into the pier. 

My main concern at that point was these 

people were cold and half of my crew had spent time at 

least up to their waist in water and I’ve got to get 

them in.  So we ran on it and got alongside the pier 

and then we started transferring personnel to the pier 

and then to the triage area which was in this building.  

And that’s pretty much the extent. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, you said that you were 

approximately – how long did it take from when you – 
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you actually were the one that called 911. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I was one of many, yes, 

ma’am. 

MS. BURER:  Right.  Okay, so from that point 

on to arriving on the scene – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Somebody said it was about 

seven minutes.  Five to seven. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  And then – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I wasn’t keeping tabs, 

though, it was a little busy at the time.  

MS. BURER:  Right.  When you stopped, what do 

you mean by stopped as far as – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  At the end of the – 

MS. BURER:  No, no – when you said that you 

stopped three foot in front of the pontoon – what does 

“stopped” mean? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Okay, I threw my boat -- 

both engines into reverse and then let the current and 

the wind take me alongside.  So I didn’t hit the boat 

and jostle anybody. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  It was a controlled maneuver 

so – so as to go in there nice and smooth and not shock 

anybody that’s already shocked.  And we had – we had 
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people with – I think one lady had a busted collar 

bone and a broken arm, and some other stuff. 

MS. BURER:  Did you actually cut – does that 

mean engines in reverse, does that mean cutting off the 

engines or – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  No, ma’am.   

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  We go full forward, back the 

throttles all way out, grab both engines, stop at 

neutral, reverse, bring the throttle forward.  What 

that does is it takes a forward thrust to a rearward 

thrust and that kills the forward momentum.  And at 

that point, I went back to neutral and just cruised up 

alongside of her, one end forward nice and slow. 

MS. BURER:  Right. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  And that when we were 

alongside, after we got tied up, I pulled a little spin 

and put up right in the current and let us do the 

driving. 

MS. BURER:  Right. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  And the way we had the boat 

tied off, it had no choice but to stay alongside where 

we wanted it. 

MS. BURER:  The spin that you made, was that 
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clockwise or counter-clockwise? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  No, I just swung my stern 

around.  So basically – I told about a 90 degree turn 

to port. 

MS. BURER:  What did you see when you arrived 

on the scene as far as – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  People? 

MS. BURER:  -- or whatever? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Okay, first – first thing, 

like I said, when we pulled away from the pier and I 

turned, I lowered the ramp so I could get a clear view 

of everything, harbor, people in the water and on the 

boat.  And that way, with the ramp down I also have an 

easier platform to work off of, we can just bring the 

people over, instead of having to toss them up over the 

side and then you really bang them up. 

So I had a clear view of everybody in the 

water, everybody on the pontoon, and there was a couple 

people on the back side of the pontoon boat. 

MS. BURER:  So everyone on the boat – how 

many people? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I don’t – I’m not sure.  I 

wasn’t – I just saw people on top.  I wasn’t really 

counting them. 
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MS. BURER:  Do you recall how many people 

in the water? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I think it was about four, 

maybe five. 

MS. BURER:  How many people behind? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  That would be included in 

the five. 

MS. BURER:  Oh, okay.  Okay.  So it’s front 

and behind? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, ma’am.  And they’re 

approximate numbers because I was just thinking about, 

you know, let me get these folks out of the water. 

MS. BURER:  How many people were with you 

when you left the pier? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Sixteen. 

MS. BURER:  Sixteen.   

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I think that’s right. 

MS. BURER:  Okay you said it was about 40 to 

50 knots for the wind? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  That’s what it appeared to 

be.  I’m not – I mean I didn’t have a – a –  

MS. BURER:  Was there anything else about as 

far as the weather is concerned – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Wind, white caps, and a 
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stiff current heading out to sea. 

MS. BURER:  Did the weather change at all 

during this time of rescue, from when you first left to 

when you arrived back? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  The clouds took off.  No 

clouds.  We had a double rainbow and the sky cleared 

up.  I mean we still had wind, wasn’t that bad.  No 

more rain. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, can you explain to me 

exactly what was going on with the canopy, when – or 

did you notice anything, because I have here the canopy 

started to separate from pontoon.  I guess that was 

part of the conversation.  So, -- 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  When I went up under the 

pontoon to lift it – 

MS. BURER:  Uh-huh (yes.) 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  -- there was wood breaking 

off of it and at that point I do believe when the first 

three people flew out from under it, it separated.  

Because – huh? 

MS. BURER:  I’m sorry, go ahead. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  And that’s only a guess.  I 

don’t know if it separated fully or it just separated 

from that … down.  The canopy was full of water, and it 
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wasn’t all that great.  I mean it wasn’t aluminum 

siding or something or something like that.  It wasn’t 

that sturdy, and I tell you when I went up under it, we 

had the weight of the water that was in the canopy, and 

when I lifted up on it, by that extra weight, so my 

gosh, man, I’m getting water out of here.  They can get 

another boat, can’t get another person. 

MS. BURER:  How long do you estimate that you 

were on the scene? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Somebody told me about 25 to 

30 minutes.  I don’t know, it felt like – it felt like 

five minutes.  I really don’t know. 

MS. BURER:  And how long did it take you to 

head back from – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  That’s the whole evolution 

was 25 to 30 minutes. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  So I – by the time we got 

done and at the end of the evolution, we were down by 

the other side of Fort McHenry, down by the cement 

area.  So I'd say back it took about, I guess seven to 

ten, probably seven minutes to get back to the pier and 

to be tied up. 

MS. BURER:  Do you guys do any kind of drills 
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with the boat?  Or who decides to play what role?  

When something like this happens, I assume – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  There’s no drill for it.  We 

don’t – we don’t train for this.  This was just a 

response.  I mean what we do would be man overboard 

drills, and stuff along that line, and a lot of that 

training played a good part of what happened.  But for 

actually response to this kind of stuff, we don’t train 

to that.  That was just a bunch of guys, a bunch of 

fathers getting their adrenaline up and going out there 

doing their jobs.  That’s basically what happened. 

MS. BURER:  And this was also from the 

weekend people that come up here – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  There was a lot of them. 

MS. BURER:  -- combination of staff and – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Oh, yes.  It was staff, 

reservists, Chief of Deck officers – it was a little 

bit of everything like that there.  I mean we even had 

sea cadet kids inside, grabbing space heaters out of 

offices, bringing them down to warm the folks up.  So 

it wasn’t one group or any group, it was a combination 

of everybody here. 

MS. BURER:  You’re on staff here, right? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Until the 16th, then we run 
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out of money and they send me home. 

MS. BURER:  Do you guys ever do any kind of 

drilling or training with the fire department … 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  This was the first thing 

we’ve done with the fire department, with that boat 

that I know of, and I’ve been here for a long time. 

MS. BURER:  How long have you been here? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Twenty two to 26.  I was 

gone drilling somewhere else for a few years, but I 

always came back. 

MS. BURER:  Right.  Has the fire department 

always been stationed out here too? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, ma’am. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  Are people here – on your 

actual staff, are they CPR trained? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, ma’am. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Most of them are.  There are 

some that aren’t. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, well, right now I don’t 

have any questions.  You, lieutenant? 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Lieutenant Scott Baranowski, 

Coast Guard.   

CHIEF SCARDINA:  How’re doing, sir? 
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LT. BARANOWSKI:  Good.  When you first made 

the call for 911, where were you located at again? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I was standing right outside 

the fence, at the pier. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  And where approximately was 

– where you first noticed the vessel – you – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  It came from the harbor.  It 

came from the direction of the harbor and it appeared 

like – not – it was just passed the mid-channel marker 

and was heading to number 38, 37.  And right before 37 

she starting pulling into a port turn, and that’s when 

the white caps started moving -- picking the pontoon 

up, and then the wind got up under it and flipped it. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Coming from the inner 

harbor, again? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, sir.  That direction.  

I don’t know if he was coming from the harbor, Fells 

Point – but over in that direction.  Looked like she 

was headed towards Fort McHenry. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  And when you lifted on the 

vessel with – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  The ramp. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  -- with the ramp, where did 

you lift – where did you lift on the capsized vessel? 
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CHIEF SCARDINA:  Okay, I went under the 

farther side pontoon. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  And approximately how far up 

did you lift the ramp? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I raised it about 40 

degrees, left an opening of about three and a half 

foot, four foot. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  And at that time … separated 

– 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  That’s when the people 

started flying out. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  And at what point did you 

leave or take off? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  We left after we got 

everybody somewhat stable or transferred to the fire 

boats.  And what we did, we transferred the eight-year 

-old girl with her father and Petty Officer Neblett.  

Petty Officer Neblett gave the girl CPR all the way 

into the pier, and then the fire department took over 

from there.   

We transferred the 30-year-old lady to the 

fire boat upon its return.  Petty Officer Neblett came 

back on board.  We transferred her over there, and they 

ran her in as well.  As for the 60-year-old lady, the 
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fire boat caught them – they caught her on the fly, 

because she flew right out of my guy’s arms when the 

little girl came at him.  He tried to hold them both, 

but he lost her. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Was the 30-year-old female – 

who – did anyone see your crew go over in the fire boat 

with her? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I believe so, but I know Mr. 

Decker went over.  That’s his name – Commander Decker.  

I couldn’t think of it. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  I wanted to tell you – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  I know you – Commander 

Decker went over with her and that’s the guy that 

passed out ten times.  The man’s got a heart.   

LT. BARANOWSKI:  The weather out there – the 

winds were kind of rough.  At what time did you say it 

changed to get better – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Somewhere in between that 25 

minutes.  I really couldn’t tell you because my eyes 

were absolutely worrying about what was going on out 

there.  I don’t know.  I know when we got back to the 

pier the sun was out.  I’m there like, “What’s wrong 

with this picture?” 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  No further questions. 
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MS. BURER:  Okay, just to clarify, you … 

the fire boat, was it the same fire boat or a different 

fire boat? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  It was the same – it was the 

same boat – the smaller boat.  When the big boat got 

out there, that’s when we transferred the operation to 

there fire men, because they had the divers on board.  

We had no real divers.  We had a couple rescue divers, 

but that’s about it.  And they had wet suits and all 

that stuff, so we gave over the operation to the fire 

department at that time. 

When we got there, the fire department gave 

us the lead because we had the boat that could do the 

job the best, and that’s pretty much it. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, so that one particular fire 

boat that transferred – the original fire boat that 

transferred the eight-year-old female with her father 

and Petty Officer Neblett, they made two trips? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, ma’am. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, ma’am.  And there was 

also a police boat out there as well.  But I don’t know 

what they were doing, I was a little busy.  I know that 

– no, one of them was circling me just in case somebody 
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got loose, to snatch them.  And the Coast Guard got 

there and they had their divers as well, and we said, 

oh, we’re getting to where you guys can do best. 

MS. BURER:  So the police boat, one of the 

police boats was circling around you? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, ma’am. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  It was a little gray and 

white – 

MS. BURER:  Okay, how many police boats were 

out there, do you recall? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  One that I remember. 

MS. BURER:  And that’s the one that circled? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Right.  And the fire boat, 

he laid off on my starboard side.  And that’s the one 

that caught the 60-year-old lady.  There was also – I 

just remembered this earlier today – there was a 

civilian craft out there who was laying off as well, 

off in the distance.  And I don’t know how many people, 

if any, got aboard her, or not. 

MS. BURER:  Now the large fire boat with the 

divers, they’re the ones who caught the lady? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  No, the little – the small 

fire boat.  The large boat wasn’t out there yet.  This 
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all happened before the large boat got there. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  She was waiting on the 

divers herself on the scene, to come out. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.   

CHIEF SCARDINA:  It was the same, you know, a 

little square front – that thing ran like a rabbit.  

It’s a wonderful thing. 

MS. BURER:  Thank you.  Okay, we have one 

fire boat, one small fire boat that transports two 

people, right? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Correct. 

MS. BURER:  Then we have another fire boat – 

who caught the 60-year-old woman? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  The same fire boat. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  The fire boat was laying off 

my starboard side.  That’s where they caught the 60-

year-old, and I’m sure they transported her right away. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  And then after we got the 

six-year-old – the eight-year-old, yes, the eight-year-

old and the thirty-year-old up, we were doing the six-

year-old first and we didn’t get a response out of 
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that, so we transferred her over to the boat and they 

got her on in there, and then the fire department on 

the pier.  I’m assuming they hit her with a 

defibrillator and brought her back. 

MS. BURER:  Right. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  And the 30-year-old, we had 

her breathing before we transferred her. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, got it. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  And that’s what took us – 

that … a little longer.  We wanted to get her started 

before, but the little girl, she was basically gone. 

MS. BURER:  So you all, on the boat, actually 

started reviving people? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  We started CPR on both of 

them. 

MS. BURER:  Right, okay.  And then once the 

large fire boat arrived on scene with the divers, 

that’s when fire department took over operations, so 

you guys handed it over. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  We give them the magic.  

You’ve got it. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, and then you guys were 

heading – 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  Yes, that was the time to 
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get in because these guys were getting real cold and 

they were shivering and we stripped down.  You know, 

half of us went back with nothing on but a T-shirt, if 

that much.  Just to make the folks comfortable.  And 

like I said, I took a straight shot right on into the 

pier and laid her in there. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  I don’t have any more 

questions.  Lieutenant? 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  No further questions. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, could you just acknowledge 

that it’s been recorded? 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  This has been a recording of 

what my knowledge. 

MS. BURER:  Thank you very much. 

CHIEF SCARDINA:  You’re welcome. 

(Whereupon, the interview in the above 

captioned matter was concluded.)    

 


